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This week's Torah Portion:

From ancient times there has been a weekly portion from the first five books of Moses (The Torah) and
from the prophets (Haftarah) read on the Sabbath in synagogues around the world. This portion 1s given a
Hebrew name taken from the opening words of the passage. An illustration of this practice appears to
have been recorded in Luke 4:16 where Yeshua (Jesus) arrived in the synagogue in Nazareth and was
asked to read the portion (Isaiah 61) from the Prophets. We have found that in perusing these weekly
readings, not only are we provided opportunity to identify in the context of God's Word with millions of
Jewish people around the world, but very often the Holy Spirit will illumine specific passages pertinent
that week 1n our intercession for the Land and people of Israel. All texts are those of English translations
of the Scriptures.

The reading for 9-15 August 2009 is entitled: R'eh-See! "See, I set before you today a blessing and a
curse".

Torah: Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5

*Deuteronomy 12:2, 5. "You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall
dispossess served their gods." "But you shall seek the place where the LORD your God chooses, out of
all your tribes, to put His name for His dwelling place; and there you shall go."

Twelve times in this Torah portion (12:5, 11, 18, 21; 14:23, 24, 25; 16:2, 6, 11, 15, 16) this 'place’
(singular) 1s mentioned, where Israel's One God YHVH would choose to put His name and to dwell. -this,



as compared to the "places" where the multiple gods of Canaan were worshipped. The "place" God would
choose to dwell was, of course, Jerusalem. It had first been mentioned prophetically by Moses 40 years
before in his Song, just after the crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 15:17).

PLEASE PRAY: For the peace of Jerusalem.that God's glory would return there.that the believing Body
of Messiah would be established in maturity and unity there.that God would raise up wise and anointed
Messianic leaders to be Elders in the Gates of Zion. That as God would "choose" Jerusalem when He first
returned Israel to the land following the Exodus, He would now, with the return of His people from
around the world, "take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose
Jerusalem" (Zechariah 2:12).

*Deuteronomy 14:2. "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you
to be for Him a specially treasured people of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth."

Isaiah 54:11: "O you afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay your stones
with colorful gems, and lay your foundations with sapphires."

PLEASE PRAY: That Israel's sense of 1dentity be restored-not an identity related to her rejection,
suffering, persecution and the Holocaust, but rather an identity of a people chosen to be set apart as a
special treasure of the God Who created the Universe.

*[saiah 54:13-14. "All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your
children."

PLEASE PRAY: For the present generation of Israeli children.that God would be jealous over them.cut
through the evil values being taught in so many homes and schools in Israel, awakening a zeal for Truth;
that they would respond to the Holy Spirit and ask for the ancient paths where they will find rest for their
souls (Jeremiah 6:16).

*[saiah 54:14. "In righteousness you shall be established; You shall be far from oppression, for you shall
not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near you." For Israel to be delivered from terrorism she
must first become established in righteousness. "He made Him who knew no sing to be sin on our behalf,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (II Corinthians 5:21 NASB).

PLEASE PRAY: That in God's mercy the Spirit which was sent to convict the world concerning Sin and
Righteousness and Judgment (John 16:8) will move strongly across all of Israel.

*Isaiah 54:17. "No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in
judgment you shall condemn. This 1s the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness 1s
from Me," says the LORD."

*[saiah 55:3. "Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live."

PLEASE PRAY: "That Israeli ears will be opened to hear the living Word. There are many "winds"
blowing in Israel right now (In Hebrew "wind" and "spirit" are the same word). Pray that believers in
Israel will "have ears to hear what the Spirit 18 saying to the congregations."



*[saiah 55:5b. ".For He has glorified you." The Hebrew word for "glorified" here might better be
rendered "beautified you." It 18 the verb form of the same word used in Isaiah 61:3, where the Spirit
anoints the Messiah to give those who mourn in Zion "beauty for ashes."

PLEASE PRAY: For Israel to come to realize that the one she has been resisting for 2000 years is the
very One who longs to make her beautiful.and will!
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