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This week's Torah Portion:

From ancient times there has been a weekly portion from the first five books of Moses (The Torah) and
from the prophets (Haftarah) read on the Sabbath in synagogues around the world. This portion is given a
Hebrew name taken from the opening words of the passage. An illustration of this practice appears to
have been recorded in Luke 4:16 where Yeshua (Jesus) arrived in the synagogue in Nazareth and was
asked to read the portion (Isaiah 61) from the Prophets. We have found that in perusing these weekly
readings, not only are we provided opportunity to identify in the context of God's Word with millions of
Jewish people around the world, but very often the Holy Spirit will illumine specific passages pertinent
that week in our intercession for the Land and people of Israel. All texts are those of English translations
of the Scriptures.

The name of the first is "Emor” ("Speak'-to the priests):

TORAH: Leyviticus 21:1-24:23
HAFTARAH: Ezekiel 44:15-31

The readings this week focus first upon the importance of priests in being clean in their service to the
LORD and 1n the picture they present before the people. In their work on behalf of life and wholeness,
they are not to defile themselves with that which 1s dead or deformed or impure. Chapter 23 presents in
detail the Holy Convocation, the LORD's "appointed times" for His people Israel. They begin with the
weekly "Shabbat'-then in the Spring: Passover, the Week of Matzot (Unleavened Bread), the presenting
of First Fruits, Shavuot (the Feast of Weeks/Pentecost); and in the Autumn: Yom Teruah (the Day of
Blowing the Shofar), Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) and Succot (The Feast of Tabernacles). We
find a meditation on the contents of this chapter to be especially enlightening regarding the LORD's
redemptive purposes over Israel and from that as a picture of His working in time on behalf of all
humankind.
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