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Discerning the Times, Part 29

Week 19, 2009

We are dealing with some of the most important questions being asked at this
time: If the foundations of the nations are crumbling, is it not a waste of time to
try to shore them up? Why should we not spend all of our efforts and time in
building the kingdom and forget about the nations that are doomed anyway?

If we are in the time of Daniel 2, when the statue that represents all of man’s
empires is crumbling, and the little stone that represents the kingdom is growing
into a mountain and will keep growing until it covers the whole earth, why should
we put any effort into shoring up earthly governments or institutions?

Certainly it is always right to “seek first the kingdom” (see Matthew 6:33). We
should always be preparing the way for the kingdom first. We should also be
rejoicing greatly as the signs of the times make clear that our salvation is drawing
near. The prayer that the church has been praying for nearly two thousand
years—that His kingdom would come and His will be done on earth as itis in
heaven—is very close to being answered.

All of this is wonderful, but we also have a mandate to be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world. It is right and good for the powers and institutions built
on human greed, arrogance, and other forms of the carnal nature of man to
crumble, but it is not good when the vacuum is filled with even worse evil and
lawlessness. The implication in Daniel 2, and other biblical prophecies, is that
there will be a light for the nations to turn to when this happens and a kingdom
government will take the place of those crumbling. Is the light and kingdom
authority that is manifested in the church ready to be this? It seems that we are
still very far from this. One strategy of the devil in dealing with prophecies that he
knows he cannot change is to rush them ahead to bring great destruction.

These questions have many implications such as: Should we vote or not?
Should we be engaged in politics or the business of the world at all? My position is
that we should be engaged for the good of the nations that we have been placed
in, without letting that devotion eclipse our greater devotion of seeking the
kingdom first. The primary reasons for doing this are in the prophetic Books such
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as Revelation—that for at least some nations there will be a transformation into
the kingdom of God or as it is declared in Revelation 11:15: “"Then the seventh
angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “"The
kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”

This was a foundation for the doctrine of "manifest destiny,” which the founding
articles of the government of the United States were based on—that there are
nations that would be transformed into the kingdom, obviously not needing to be
destroyed when the kingdom comes. Of course, many nations will be destroyed
because they do not transition, as the biblical prophecies also make clear. What
determines this is obviously the church in each nation—whether they are the salt
and light that they are called to be.

Last year we had the greatest and most extended visitation from the Lord in
the history of our ministry. In the middle of it, we were told that it was not the
beginning of the coming revival, or great awakening, but just a birth pang, or
spiritual contraction. Through several dreams, we were given a date in September,
which we were told would be the birth day of this coming great move of God. On
that date, we did not see much happen that would indicate such a birth, except for
a dream given to one of our missionaries. We later discovered that the same
revelation had been given to others in different forms.

In this dream, we were basically told that this was the birth date of the eighth
church in the Book of Revelation. Of course, we know about the first seven
churches spoken of in the first three chapters. However, there is an eighth church
in Revelation, though it is not specifically addressed as such—it is the glorious
bride later seen in this prophecy. The Lord said that He would not let His church
end with the lukewarm Laodicean church, but that He would have His glorious
bride.

When we are born, it takes time to mature into what we are to be. Likewise,
there is a new church beginning to come forth in the earth that is very different
than any that have been before, at least since the first century. Even though this
church is still obscure, events started happening in the world that reflected that
this great time was upon us—things such as the stock market crash and the
beginning of an unprecedented worldwide economic shaking. This is help from the
Lord to shake us free of all the things that were distractions to the Laodicean
church.
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Certainly, we are also told that there will be a time when the wealth of the
nations will be coming to the faithful. However, they will not be coming to be
consumed by our own desires, but to be used rightly in the service of the Lord, and
then as a light to the nations. The great shaking that is coming upon the world is
like when the Lord judged Egypt in order to set His people free. This is why the
plagues in the Book of Revelation mirror the ones that came upon Egypt.

The result of this great shaking was that God’s people were set free from their
bondage in Egypt, and they also departed with all of the treasures of Egypt.
However, the people were not immediately taken to the nearest shopping mall to
spend this wealth on their own desires; they used it to build the dwelling place of
God in their midst. God is coming to the earth to dwell among men, and the
greatest of all the endeavors of man is to build Him a dwelling place. This, too,
must be our resolve for all of the resources we are trusted with.
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